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THE LIGHT HAS COME  ... from Rev. Thom Lamb
As we enter a new year, I am sure we are filled with a mix of hopeful anticipation and the gnawing 
sense of the looming pandemic, we need to see the light of Christ vividly in our lives.  It is the begin-
ning of a new season in the church year, the season of Epiphany.  Epiphany stands as a season of divine 
revelation…an awakening and the beginning of the season is marked by a visit from the magi, travelers 
from the east who have followed the natal star that marks the birth of Christ Jesus.

We know truly little about these visitors from the east.  We place their arrival on the 12th day of 
Christmas, January 6th.  But unlike common folklore, they have no names, no real identity, not sure 
how many there were, just travelers in search of something beyond themselves.  But we do not need 
a lot more than that do we?  The story, in all its richness conveys an especially important, yet simple 
truth…this Jesus, born in Bethlehem, came to bring God’s light, not just to the Jews, but to the whole of God’s creation.

These visitors from the east did not simply follow the star, they did their homework.  Most likely these visitors were from Persia 
east of Jerusalem what is now known as Iran.  There were several “mystery religions” in that region.  These mystery religions com-
bined the reading of the stars with a mystical kind of approach to seeking the undefined God.  When they saw this anomaly in the 
heavens, they most likely were quick to follow where it might lead.  When they arrived in Jerusalem, they approached Herod the 
King of The Jews and he in turn consulted the scriptures with the chief priests and teachers of the law to discern where the Jewish 
messiah would be born.  They were not just dreamy star gazers, they did their homework, and the result was the discovery of the 
most wonderful gift we could ever imagine, God’s salvation for all humankind.

These travelers did not have a map to guide them.  They had no GPS, no plan for lodging or provisions. When they realized that this 
could be something of cosmic if not eternal importance, they did what people of faith have always done, took a chance and made 
the journey.

As we enter 2021, we too are much like the Travelers from the East.  With all the unanswered questions before us like; will the 
vaccine be effective?  When will we meet in person once again?  Where will the road lead us?  The real question for us lies much 
deeper.  Do we have the same passion as these magi to follow that guiding star to discover what lies beyond it?  Can we persevere 
in a time of uncertainty, knowing that God will continue to guide us by faith toward the dawning light of Christ?

I believe we can.  Rev. Richard J. Fairchild, a Pastor in The United Church of Canada has published this simple prayer for the season 
of Epiphany:

Let God’s word:
the Word made flesh - Jesus our Lord

give life today,
Let God’s word, the word of scripture - the inspired word,

give life today.

The star, that word made flesh, is the key for each of us as we seek to follow where God is leading us.  The birth of Christ awakens 
us to a God who loves us.  This gift from God, grace, and forgiveness in Jesus Christ, is our guide as we do what we need to do to get 
on the right path.  It is the same gift that those travelers from the east received so many years ago.  

Friends, the journey that lies before us is lit by a distant star.  We may well be aware of that star shining in the distance…but it is not 
enough.  If we are to truly follow Jesus, it is going to take much more than a light in the sky…it will take our deep desire to know this 
Jesus through his presence and through God’s word to us, as we embrace this sacred journey.                                                

May the new year bring us hope, peace and Grace as we  

continue to journey together toward that natal Star and the  

light that burns brightly in the darkness. 
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VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation of Grace Presbyterian 
Church will be held via ZOOM on Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 11:15 am.  At this time, 
we will receive the reports of the GPC Boards committees and organizations, receive 
the report of the Nominating Committee, and elect new officers and receive a report 
from the Pastors.  If it is anything like our last meeting it should be a wonderfully 
unpredictable time.

The written Annual Report will be mailed out to all the members of the church either 
via the USPS or  be emailed a week before our annual meeting.  Please keep the  
leadership of GPC in your prayers as we begin a new year together.  

Reports from all boards, committees, staff and church organizations are 
due no later than January 18. Please submit to the church office by email:  
office@gpctemple.org. For questions, contact 254.773.2134. 

TUESDAY LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDIES TO REBOOT
Begin Wednesday, January 13 at 11:00 am or 6:30 pm

The Lectionary Bible study focuses on the texts for each week using the revised  
common lectionary.  The Lectionary is a set of texts that are slated for each week in 
a three-year cycle.  There is an Old Testament reading, a Psalm, a Gospel reading and 
a reading from the Epistles.  Eric and I both use the lectionary to select texts for our 
worship on Sunday mornings.  It is an opportunity for fellowship and study to help 
us connect via God’s Word to us.  In fact, our sermons have been enhanced greatly 
through these wonderful conversations.   If you would like to join up, all you have to 
do is send me an email and I will send you the scripture readings and the codes to 
join the ZOOM meeting.  I do hope you will consider adding this time of fellowship 
and study to your new year.   

GPC PLEDGES FOR 2021
The GPC Finance team is currently working on the 2021 Financial Plan. Because 
of the continued uncertainty due to the COVID virus, we are planning a very  
conservative budget. As pledge cards continue to come in, it helps by giving us a 
better financial view of the year ahead. 

Thanks to all of you who have turned in your 2021 Pledge Cards. If you are able to 
pledge for the year 2021 and haven’t turned your pledge card in, we encourage you 
to do so by year-end. 

DEACON MINISTRY ... by Jim Beall, Deacon
Linda and I are new members at Grace Presbyterian Church.  We came to live in Temple in 2017. We lived before that in Waterford, 
Michigan.  We were members of First Presbyterian Church in Pontiac, Michigan where we had the very great honor of serving as  
deacons.  We found that serving as deacons was a wonderful way to serve Jesus, and that in serving the congregation we had fun, 
and found true satisfaction in that service.  We thought that we could duplicate our experience here at Grace, but what we could not 
have foreseen was COVID-19, and how the church being shut down would affect us. In addition, we did not forsee a health problem 
that I suffered when on vacation to Michigan to visit family that would turn into a five month recovery period without being able to 
travel back to our home.

We also could not have foreseen how much we missed the wonderful people here at Grace, and how much we missed working as  
deacons.  We know that eventually this time will pass and things will return to normal, or nearly so, but we will not return to taking 
our lives, our health, and our relationships with others for granted.  We will take time each day to thank Jesus for our gifts in life, and  
recognize just how important those things and those people have become to us. 

Erin Jezek   1/01
Tom/Marianne Stringfellow 1/01 (A)
Kenneth/Rena Taylor  01/02 (A)
James Beall   1/04
Angela Roberts   1/04
Shirley Gaines   1/05
Melody Grant   1/05
Sandra Lyndahl   1/05
Amanda Acosta   1/08
Tommy Smith   1/08
Mary Burrough   1/13
Shirley Schwartz   1/14
David Hermann   1/15
Joseph Hermann  1/15
Bryan/Abby Zalkovsky  1/15 (A)
Melissa Petty   1/17
Bryan Zalkovsky   1/20
Christine Boldt   1/22
Nancy Hale   1/23
Sandy Mason   1/25
Clifford Mayes   1/25
Lynda Stokes   1/25
Kenneth Taylor   1/26
Sandy Dlugas   1/27
Edna Holt   1/28
Joaquin Rodriguez  1/29
Elizabeth Lawrence  1/31
                      (A) = Anniversary 

J a n u a r y  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, 
bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the 

nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples.  Psalm 96:1-3
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C H I L D R E N ’ S  M I N I S T R Y
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL - GRADES KINDERGARTEN - 5TH GRADE
Elementary Sunday school has resumed remotely using the Spark House curriculum Faith  
Together At-Home.  The lessons may be downloaded from our Children’s Ministry page and the 
link to them will be sent to families each week in our GPC Children’s Newsletter. These one-page 
lessons have wonderful faith formation activities the entire family can participate in.  
Lesson activities are split into five different categories: 

Explore the Bible, Follow Jesus, Be the Church, 
Learn about God, and Share Your Faith. 

Each activity page includes a ritual, reading and talking about a Bible story or verse, an activity, 
a service idea, and a prayer.  These weekly lessons could happen any day during your week that 
is best for your family.

CHILDREN & WORSHIP - We hope you are worshiping with us on Sunday mornings at 10am 
online. Children’s bulletins (younger and older ages) are provided on our Children’s Ministry web 
page:https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry .
We encourage you to print these and use them as a way to talk with your children about the 
scripture of the day!  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  
Friends, I think we can safely say that 2020 has been a year like no other. Yet in so many ways, we 
Presbyterian Women have much to be thankful for. In particular, our church staff has been a true 
blessing. Time and again, their training, dedication, and expertise have come to the fore as they
continually create new ways to call us to worship and keep us connected!

Additionally, we are blessed to say that our organization’s financial commitments for 2020 have 
been met, and despite some notable challenges we were once again able to fulfill our promise 
in funding Backpack Buddies. Thank you congregation for helping us provide school supplies for
some deserving young people! Now, following the upcoming 2021 Congregational Meeting this 
January, we will once again be trusting in God as we set our sights on a future filled with hope, 
love, and service to others.

PW Bible Study, Lesson 4, will be a digital presentation by Associate Pastor Eric Peterson,  
debuting at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 18, 2021. Titled Lamenting Death, the lesson includes 
paths towards a deeper understanding of the meaning and practice of lament, and offers ways 
that we can assist those who are suffering losses of loved ones to recall Christ’s promise of  
resurrection without negating what they are currently feeling.   

C O M M U N I T Y
Churches Touching Lives for Christ (CTLC) is an organization that we support in our community.  

CTLC provided 3,857,890 pounds of food to thousands of families and individuals in 2019.  There 
are 770 children helped by the Weekend Nutrition Ministry each week.  They could not provide 
for so many without the help of our community.  

In addition to financial donations, CTLC is always glad to receive donations of items such as the 
following: 
• Clothing -- Should be clean; should be new or “gently used”; should be something you 

wouldn’t mind wearing.
• Household items -- Should be clean; should be operational.
• Food -- Should be in original packaging; should NOT be past the expiration date; should 

NOT be opened.
• Hygiene items -- Should be in original packaging.

Some things they DO NOT need because they are able to get in bulk from Capital Area Food Bank 
or other sources are  toilet paper, toothpaste, mouthwash, cups, drinking glasses. Volunteer or 
to make donations contact CTLC at 254-778-6885. 

STUDENT MINISTRY  
Youth (grades 6-12)  

meet regularly on Sunday  
afternoons from 
 3-4 pm by Zoom  

(online).  
No Meeting on January 3.

mailto:joshuaessary%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:maddison.edds%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry
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GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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PLACE LABEL HERE
   7  pm  Wednesday EVENING prayer 

service
 10 am  MORNING worship service 

JOIN US online each week

STAY CONNECTED
Have you moved, made an address or phone change?  We need your 
help to keep our membership records accurate.  Please let the church 

office know if you change your home address, email address, cell 
phone, or if you replaced your land line with a cell phone.  

To make any of the above change, contact Sharon in the church office 
at office@gpctemple.com or call us at 254.773.2134.  

We have multiple ways for you to GIVE to Grace:
• Online giving is now available. Click HERE to give online!
• Drop off! Drive thru the drive up covered lane and drop  

it in the  mailbox. No need to get out of the car!
• Mail your offering! Mail to 2401 S. 57th Street, Temple, TX 76504

Watch our services on YouTube, Facebook or our website.  Click the links 
above or visit us:  

Facebook: @gpctemple  •  Online: www.gpctemple.org

 grace prayer ministry
Did you know that we have a prayer ministry? If you 
would like to be added to the email prayer chain to  
receive updates and prayer requests, please let the 
church office know by emailing us. 

weekly messenger
Every Monday we have the church weekly messenger  
with things either coming up that week or in the near 
future.  If you are not on this list to receive it and would 
like to, email the church office at office@gpctemple.org.

mailto:office%40gpctemple.com?subject=
https://gpctemple.webs.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNyGrdjkcBahnJykB3ZB6vA
https://www.facebook.com/gpctemple/
http://www.gpctemple.org

